
 

April 17, 2020 

 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi     The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
Speaker       Minority Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives     U.S. House of Representatives 
H-232, The Capitol Building     H-204, The Capitol Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515                                       Washington, D.C. 20515           
 
 
Dear Speaker Pelosi and Minority Leader McCarthy: 
 
We write to express our sincere appreciation for the work you have done to pass the Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act to help protect the American public during this difficult time. 
However, we wish to urge that a much stronger level of support be given to the United States Postal 
Service in the next package developed to respond to the harms of COVID-19.   
 
Underscoring a $1.6 trillion U.S. mailing industry, our U.S. Postal Service handles 48% of the world’s mail 
and cumulatively traveled 1.34 billion miles delivering mail during Fiscal Year 2019. Across more than 
31,600 retail locations, they employ more than 650,000 people. Each day, individuals use the Postal 
Service not only for daily correspondence, both personal and professional, but for delivery of important 
packages such as life-saving medicines. Especially for those without reliable access to home internet, the 
USPS is a critical tool for Americans sending or receiving important documents for places of 
employment, universities, or even government agencies. Many businesses and families are reliant on 
the services that USPS employees have continued to provide as essential workers on the front lines of 
the American economy.  
 
While the current epidemic has wreaked economic damage on nearly all sectors of our country, the U.S. 
Postal Service has been hit particularly hard. Coming into this crisis, their financial outlook was already 
dire. As the economy grinds to a standstill, our country has also seen an unprecedented drop in mail. 
When Postmaster General Megan Brennan spoke to the House Oversight Committee on April 9, she 
explained that they are projecting a $13 billion revenue loss directly from COVID-19 this fiscal year and 
$54.3 billion in additional losses over ten years.1 She also made clear that they will not have enough 
cash to make it through this fiscal year without direct financial assistance from Congress and the 
administration.  
 
Despite bipartisan discussions and agreement for the need to solve this problem, the first three 
Coronavirus relief packages have provided no direct funding to support the U.S. Postal Service. The 
recent package included language for a $10 billion loan, but it is far too little to keep our post offices 
solvent. President Trump’s own bipartisan Postal Service Board of Governors has asked for the Postal 
Service to be provided $50 billion in emergency grants and appropriations as well as access to $25 billion 
in borrowing authority. We encourage Congress and the Administration to quickly act in approving this 
or a commensurate level of funding to provide real relief for our Postal Service. Without significant 
support on this level, they will not be able to weather this storm.  
 

                                                             
1 https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/postal-service-broke-due-pandemic-trump-flatly-opposes/story?id=70119153 



As members of Congress, we have been encouraged by the important work that the House Oversight & 
Reform Committee has been doing to bring attention to this critical issue. Both Chairwoman Carolyn 
Maloney and Subcommittee on Government Operations Chairman Gerry Connolly have shown strength 
and leadership in their advocacy for the USPS in recent weeks. Our offices commend them and stand in 
unison with them in their push to protect this vital institution and safeguard all of those who rely on its 
operation each day.  
 
If Congress fails in our duty to protect this critical government agency, it will do lasting damage to our 
economy at a time when our nation’s economic situation is already far too precarious. This support not 
only safeguards hundreds of thousands of jobs, but also protects an underlying safety net that the 
citizens of this country and businesses in every district rely on daily. 
 
Thank you in advance for your attention to ensuring the lasting health of the U.S. Postal Service. We 
welcome any opportunity to further discuss this important priority with you and hope to see this 
necessary support included in upcoming legislation.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 
Emanuel Cleaver, II 
Member of Congress 

 
 
Ed Perlmutter    Mark Takano    Kathy Castor 
Member of Congress    Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Eddie Bernice Johnson   Eleanor Holmes Norton   Ayanna Pressley 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Deb Haaland    Lizzie Fletcher    Adam Smith 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Joyce Beatty    Gwen Moore    Rashida Tlaib 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Ilhan Omar    Frederica S. Wilson   Grace F. Napolitano 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 



Anthony G. Brown   Eliot L. Engel    Yvette D. Clarke 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Madeleine Dean   Peter Welch    Sylvia R. Garcia 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Vicente Gonzalez   Alcee L. Hastings   Jackie Speier 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Zoe Lofgren    David Trone    Sharice L. Davids 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Cheri Bustos    Joe Courtney    Debbie Dingell 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Mike Doyle    David Price    Bill Foster 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Jerry McNerney    Stephen F. Lynch   Sean Patrick Maloney 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Ruben Gallego    Jahana Hayes    Susan A. Davis 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Lauren Underwood   Thomas R. Suozzi   Brendan F. Boyle 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Angie Craig    C. A. Dutch Ruppersberger  Dina Titus 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
John B. Larson    Susie Lee    Steve Cohen 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Rosa L. DeLauro    Bobby L. Rush    Julia Brownley 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 



John Garamendi   Mark Pocan    Gregory Meeks 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Raúl M. Grijalva    Adriano Espaillat   Paul D. Tonko 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Nanette Diaz Barragán   Joe Neguse    David N. Cicilline 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Jesús G. “Chuy” García   André Carson    Ed Case 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Joseph P. Kennedy, III   Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.  Ro Khanna 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Josh Harder    Katie Porter    Daniel T. Kildee 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Marcia L. Fudge    Haley M. Stevens   Darren Soto 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Al Green    Doris Matsui    Suzan K. DelBene 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Abby Finkenauer   Harley Rouda    Jan Schakowsky 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Mike Thompson   Colin Z. Allred    Lisa Blunt Rochester 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Tim Ryan    Albio Sires    Robert C. "Bobby" Scott 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Bill Keating    James Himes    Nydia M. Velázquez 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 



Anna G. Eshoo    Norma J. Torres    Sanford D. Bishop, Jr. 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Jamie Raskin    Suzanne Bonamici   James P. McGovern 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Jason Crow    Betty McCollum    Dwight Evans 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
John P. Sarbanes   Marc Veasey    Tulsi Gabbard 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.   Ted W. Lieu    José E. Serrano 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Bonnie Watson Coleman  Jim Cooper    Wm. Lacy Clay 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Dave Loebsack    A. Donald McEachin   Elaine G. Luria 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Cindy Axne    Peter A. DeFazio   Mike Levin 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Bradley S. Schneider   Pramila Jayapal    Ann McLane Kuster 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 
 
 
Hakeem Jeffries    Barbara Lee    John Yarmuth 
Member of Congress   Member of Congress   Member of Congress 


